
Approval of the recommended action will partially fund the El Pueblo de Los Angeles State Historic 
Park Pedestrian Improvements Project – Phase III in the City of Los Angeles by the LA Plaza de 
Cultura y Artes Foundation.  

SUBJECT

March 01, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVE FUNDING AGREEMENT FOR THE 
EL PUEBLO DE LOS ANGELES STATE HISTORIC PARK 
PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT — PHASE III

(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 1)
(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

Approve and instruct the Mayor of the Board to sign the enclosed Funding Agreement between the 
County of Los Angeles and LA Plaza de Cultura y Artes Foundation for partial funding of the El 
Pueblo de Los Angeles State Historic Park Pedestrian Improvements Project – Phase III in the City 
of Los Angeles using $1.5 million of County of Los Angeles Proposition C Local Return funds.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The recommended action will provide funding for the LA Plaza de Cultura y Artes Foundation 
(Foundation) to construct the El Pueblo de Los Angeles State Historic Park Pedestrian 
Improvements Project - Phase III.  
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Background

In September 2004, the Board of Supervisors (Board) approved various actions relative to 
developing the LA Plaza de Cultura y Artes Project, a Mexican-American cultural and multimedia 
center dedicated to broadening the public's appreciation of the diverse contributions of early 
Mexican-American settlers to the history of Los Angeles.  

On December 19, 2006, the County of Los Angeles (County) and Foundation entered into 
Agreement No. 75972, providing for the Foundation to perform or cause to be performed all work 
necessary to complete the preliminary engineering for this project and for the County to reimburse 
the Foundation for the cost of the preliminary engineering up to a maximum amount of $324,000.  

The project includes phased development of an enhanced pedestrian walkway from Alameda Street 
to the Fort Moore Memorial and is envisioned to occur in four phases as follows: 

• Phase 1 – Spring Street to Broadway

• Phase II – Broadway to Hill Street

• Phase III – Main Street to Spring Street

• Phase IV – Alameda Street to Main Street

This approval addresses only Phase III of the project.  Once all phases are complete, the project will 
enhance the linkage of pedestrian routes and improve conditions for pedestrian access to cultural 
and historical landmarks at the El Pueblo de Los Angeles State Historic Park and the Fort Moore 
Memorial.  

The Project 

Phase III of the project includes an enhanced pedestrian walkway between Main Street and Spring 
Street.  In September 2010, your Board approved refinements to the LA Plaza de Cultura y Artes 
project that included Phase III of the El Pueblo de Los Angeles State Historic Park Pedestrian 
Improvements Project.  In accordance with Agreement No. 75972, the design plans for this phase 
are now complete.  
 
Funding Agreement

The enclosed Funding Agreement will allow for the County to reimburse the Foundation for 
construction costs incurred with implementation of the project.  It is recommended that your Board 
approve the enclosed Funding Agreement that will partially fund the project.   

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provisions of Operational Effectiveness (Goal 1), 
Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3), and Public Safety (Goal 5).

By constructing the proposed improvements, pedestrian movement between Main Street and Spring 
Street will be enhanced and safety will be improved for County residents who use these facilities.
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FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The total construction cost of Phase III of this project is estimated at $3,000,000.  Phase III will be 
funded with non-federal funds.  The Fiscal Year 2010-11 Proposition C Local Return Fund Budget 
includes $1,500,000 for Phase III.  The remaining $1,500,000 will be provided by the Foundation.  
The County will be required to provide Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(LACMTA) with quarterly reports and to maintain a 50 percent local match contribution to the El 
Pueblo de Los Angeles State Historic Park Pedestrian Improvements Project.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The County Department of Public Works (Public Works) previously secured a grant for the El Pueblo 
de Los Angeles State Historic Park Pedestrian Improvements Project.  Public Works and LACMTA 
have mutually agreed to provide the grant to another eligible project in Los Angeles County, and 
Public Works has agreed to provide an equal amount of Proposition C Local Return funds for the El 
Pueblo de Los Angeles State Historic Park Pedestrian Improvements Project.  The Funding 
Agreement has been signed by the Foundation and has been reviewed and approved as to form by 
County Counsel.  

Supervisor Molina currently serves as one of five members of the Board and a member of the 
Foundation Board of Directors.  The officers of the Foundation do not benefit financially from 
services in those positions.  As the Foundation's primary purpose is to support your Board in the 
rehabilitation and development of the El Pueblo properties, County Counsel has advised that the 
conflict of interest laws would not preclude the County from approving this Funding Agreement.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The recommended action is within the scope of the project in the previously certified Environmental 
Impact Report and Addendum.

On September 14, 2004, your Board certified the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the LA 
Plaza de Cultura y Artes project, which consists of rehabilitation and adaptive use of the Plaza 
House and the Vickery-Brunswig Building and creation of a pedestrian friendly environment through 
paseos and walkways on the leased parcels under Lease Agreement 75133. On September 28, 
2010, your Board certified the Addendum to the previously certified EIR that included the pedestrian 
improvements between Main Street and Spring Street.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The proposed improvements are needed and of general County interest.  The project will promote 
safe and efficient movement of pedestrians from the Fort Moore Memorial to the cultural centers 
located in the El Pueblo District.
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CONCLUSION

Enclosed are two originals of the Funding Agreement.  Upon approval by the Board, please return 
the Funding Agreement marked ORIGINAL along with one adopted copy of this letter to Public 
Works, Programs Development Division.  The Funding Agreement marked COUNTY ORIGINAL is 
for your files.

Respectfully submitted,

GAIL FARBER

Director

GF:JTW:pr

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Office (Rita Robinson)
County Counsel
Executive Office

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
3/1/2011
Page 4
























